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Kemble & Ewen Parish Council

Minutes of the Annual Meeting of Kemble & Ewen Parish Council held on Friday 18th May 2007 at 7.30pm in
Kemble Village Hall.

Present: Councillor R. Pettit Councillor D. Ball Councillor G. Moreman
Councillor G Collins Councillor L Hetherington

In attendance: Isobel Yates, Clerk

1. Election of Chairman. It was proposed by DB & seconded by GC that Roger Pettit be re-elected as Chairman. This
was carried by the meeting.

2. Election of Vice Chairman. It was proposed by RP & seconded by GC that David Ball be re-elected as Vice
Chairman. This was carried by the meeting.

3. Signing of Declarations of Acceptance of Office. This was done by all the councillors.

4. PUBLIC RECESS.

5. Acceptance of apologies for absence. Apologies were accepted from District Councillor John Birch. 

6. Receipt of Declarations of Interest. GM registered an interest in item 14.2.8 (Finance – reimbursement); DB in
item 13.1 (Planning – 06/40 Smerrill Dairy & 07/2 Smerrill Cottage). 

7. Distribution of Duties:
a) Planning Committee               RP, DB, GC i) Grass Cutting                               DB
b) Kemble at Play Committee    GM j) Highways & Road Safety            LH
c) Village Hall Committee         GM k) Poole & Partridge                       Pat Ayres, MBE
d) Airfield Liaison                      GC l) Public Relations /web site           GC
e) Parish Plan                              LH m) Schools Liaison                         GM
f) Cemetery & War Graves         GC n) Thames Awareness                    GM (notice board) 
g) Finance                                   GC                                                         DB (footpath)
h) Footpaths                                DB o) Quality Council                          GC

8. Approval and Signing of the Minutes of the Previous Meeting. The Minutes of the previous meeting held on
Friday 30th March 2007 were approved, and signed by the Chairman.

9. Report on matters arising from the minutes (items not on the agenda).

March item 8.2 Parish Plan leaflet: 3 quotes obtained & CDC significantly cheaper than Swift Print and
Hobbs. IY to circulate Christian Brann’s final version to councillors &, if acceptable, to place an order with
CDC for 1,000 copies.

March item 17.3 Playing Field lease. DB confirmed that the term of the lease was being extended to align
with that of the play park lease. Papers with the solicitors.

Feb 07/1 Movement of soil at Kemble Cemetery – IY to contact Rob Bull for third time to prompt contact
with Colin Rank.

Mar 07/1 Swindon Town FC to run training session. GM to confirm details with Community Officer.

Mar 07/2 Affordable Housing need. IY to seek information from HomeView.

10. Visibility splay at Windmill Lane. IY reported that June Lawlor was arranging for the hedge to be moved back
from the edge of the road to improve visibility.

11. Thames Information Board. GM outlined the costs involved in using a sign company to undertake the work,
which ranged from £600 to over £2,000. It was agreed that GM would obtain prices for the timber from local suppliers
& LH would look into which companies she could recommend from previous experience to produce the sign.
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May 07/1 GM/LH to look into possible suppliers.

12. Matters arising from the Parish Meeting:
12.1 Traffic Priority at the Thames Head Bridge. 
May 07/2 LH to contact GCC Highways for their response to additional signage/traffic controls at the bridge.

12.2 Timing of the Public Recess. It was agreed to have the Recess at the start of future meetings, with an
explanation on the public agenda that this was for the open discussion of any matters by local people.

12.3 Sign post for Poole Keynes at Washpool Lane junction. It was agreed that GM would see what could
be done to change the direction of the sign.

12.4 Church Road footpath. 
May 07/3 LH to contact GCC Highways about the poor state of the surface.

13. PLANNING:
13.1 Planning Committee’s Report. The Report was noted. The full meeting considered CT.2427/T
(retrospective application for extension of domestic curtilage & erection of stable block at Brookside, Ewen)
& CT.2427/S & /U (dwarf walls & stone walls at the same property). The Council considered the extension
of the curtilage required permission for a change of use from paddock to garden, part of which had also been
built on. This was not categorised as development land in the Local Plan & the council objected to this
change. It had no objection to the dwarf walls but the sizable area of rectangular paving slabs to the rear of
the building was out of keeping with the listed building. It was also noted that the substantial water feature
already constructed was within the curtilage of the listed building & therefore also required consent.

Re CT.6061/A 39 Clayfurlong Grove, Kemble – the meeting considered the application & noted that the
plans were very poor & lacked detail, & that no design & access statement had been included with the papers.
The Planning Committee objected to the development on the grounds that the proposed windows at the rear
were completely out of keeping with neighbouring houses on this estate. 

Re CT.8200/C 41 Clayfurlong Grove, Kemble – it was agreed that GC would review the plans with regard to
the addition of a roof light & room in the loft.
May 07/4 GC to review plans.

Re Windrush Cottage, Kemble Wick – it was noted that the domestic curtilage appeared to have been
extended into the adjoining field.
May 07/5 IY to raise matter with CDC.

13.2 Overhead cables at Clayfurlong. RP reported that he had yet to receive a full reply from Dr Pellegram,
Head of Development Services at CDC, to his letter seeking support for the cables to be routed underground. 
May 07/6 RP to chase full reply.

13.3 Report on Kemble Conservation Area Statement. To carry forward – John Birch dealing.

14. FINANCE. 
14.1 Adoption of the Annual Report & Accounts 2006/2007. It was proposed by GC, seconded by LH &
agreed unanimously to adopt the Report & Accounts. RP thanked the Clerk for her work.

14.2 Approval of the Annual Return 2006/2007. It was proposed by GC, seconded by DB & agreed
unanimously to approve the Annual Return.

14.3 Internal Audit. The scope & effectiveness of the Internal Audit regime was discussed. The meeting was
satisfied that the required standards were being met and agreed that Tim Postlethwaite should continue as
Internal Auditor for the new financial year.

14.4 Renewal of Insurance Cover. It was agreed by the meeting to renew the Allianz Cornhill policy.

14.5 Approval of the schedule of accounts for payment. Payment of the following expenses was approved:

14.2.1 I Yates salary @ £9.348 x5hrs/wk x7wks £327.18  LGA 1972 s112

+ hall heating: 30 March & 4th May meetings £8.00       cheq 101 LGA 1972 s111
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14.2.2. J Telling @ £5.35/hr x 4hrs/wk for 7 wks £149.80 cheq 102 LGA 1972 s112

14.2.3. B Robbins@ £7.00/hr x 1 hr/wk for 7 wks £49.00  LGA 1972 s112

+ delivery of Annual Report/Network Rail letter £35.00  LGA1972 s.142

+ repairs to notice board (2 new bolts – 1 hr labour) £10.78  LGA 1972 s142

+ maintenance of stiles (1 hr) £7.00  cheq 103 HA 1980 s43

14.2.4. M Hall delivery of Annual Report/Netw Rail letter £35.00 cheq 104 LGA 1972 s.142

14.2.5 CDC: printing & stapling 500 Annual Reports £32.64 cheq 105 LGA 1972 s142

14.2.6. Allianz Cornhill: insurance renewal 1st June £988.18 cheq 106 LGA 1972 s140/111

14.2.7 Glen Moreman: velcro football net ties £20.91 cheq 107 LG(MP)A 1976 s19

14.2.8 P Measures: cuts 1-4 £200.00 cheq 108 OSA 1906 s10

14.2.9 Gardenia Landscapes Ltd: 2 cuts April 07 £822.50 cheq 109 HA 1980 s96

14.2.10 RoSPA: annual safety inspection of playground

(payable to Playsafety Ltd) £102.23 cheq 110 LG(MP)A 1976 s19

14.2.11 VHMC: hall hire 23 Jan -30 March 07 £46.75 cheq 111 LGA 1972 s134

The meeting agreed that the payment/cut to Mr Measures should be increased as the current rate had stood for 3 years.

May 07/7 IY to speak to Mr Measures about a rate increase of £10/cut.

15. Attendance at Summer Fetes. It was agreed that the Parish Council would attend the School Fete on 23rd June,
subject to KPG’s approval. The display would focus on the Parish Plan.

16. AOB. 
16.1 Traffic Group. LH reported on the first meeting which identified its key issues as speed reduction,

encouraging community commitment to less car use & slower speeds, & landscaping techniques. The next meeting
was to be held week commencing 21st May. Minutes were to be copied to Kemble School for information. LH also
reported that Highways were due to undertake a survey on the proposed footpath access point on Windmill Road.

16.2 GC advised the meeting of a dead tree on the verge opposite the telephone exchange.

16.3 GM reported that the VHMC had asked if the Parish Council would consider moving its meetings to
another evening. Two councillors confirmed this would be difficult for them. The meeting agreed to raise this
at the Fete to establish if Friday meetings were an issue for potential recruits to the council.

SIGNED DATED

The meeting was closed at 10.20pm. The next meeting will be on Friday 13th July.

SUMMARY OF ACTIONS ARISING FROM THE MEETING:

ITEM ACTION BY WHOM
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March 8.2 Circulate final Parish Plan leaflet to councillors. IY

Feb 07/1 Contact Rob Bull, CDC re soil movement in Kemble Cemetery. IY

Mar 07/1 Confirm details of Swindon Town FC training session in Kemble. GM

May 07/1 Obtain quotes from timber suppliers for information board/recommend sign supplier GM/LH

May 07/2 Contact GCC Highways re additional signage/traffic controls at Thames Head bridge LH

May 07/3 Contact GCC Highways re Church Road footpath. LH

May 07/4 Review plans for 41 Clayfurlong Grove GC

May 07/5 Speak to CDC re domestic curtilage at Windrush Cottage, Kemble Wick IY

May 07/6 Follow up response from Dr Pellegram re overhead cables issue RP

May 07/7 Speak to Mr Measures re increase in rate paid. IY


